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bei Berlin,

Telephon: Amt IV, No. 1959.

Sr. Hochwohlgeboren
Herrn Don F rangilsco Jnilguesz,

Director des Observatoriums Madrid.
Hochverehrter Herr Director & College!

Fiir Ihren liebenswiirdigen Brief vom 10.ds.Mts. , den
ich in der letzten Vereins-Sitzung vorgelesen und dessen Inhalt alle
unsere Mitglieder hoch erfreut hat, sage ich Ihnen im Namen unseres Ver-
eins wie auch persdnlich meinen ganz ergebensten Dank. Gleichzeitig be-
stdtige ich den Empfang der {wa Exemp%gfgn_jugesanqun Memoria upd der
gestern in meinen Besitz gelangten grossen Karte von Spanien.

Nach eingehender Beriicksichtigung der meteorologischen Ver-
héaltnisse, erscheint mir Algier sehr giinstig fiir die Beobachtung zu
liegen, da man von Algier aus bei der Beobachtung der Sonnenfinsternis
die ganze Wiiste vor sich liegen hat, die wegen ihrer klaren Luft wohl
die Corona sehr ausgedehnt zeigen diirfte. Auch sind die Verbindungen
von hier aus in Bezug auf Algier sehr giinstige, da man von Marseille
nach Algier in 24 Stunden fshren kann. Andrerseits ist die Dauer der
Verfinsterung wieder in Spanien langer, so dass wir uns vielleicht auch
in 2 Expeditionen teilen werden. Ich wdre Ihnen sehr zu Dank verpflich=-
tet, wenn Sie uns zur Zeit N#&heres iiber die beabsichtigten Steuerfrei-

heiten



Steuerfreiheiten und gewdhrten Reise-Verbilligungen mitteilen wiirden.
Stets zu Gegendiensten gern bereit, empfehle ich mich Thnen

mit vorziiglicher Hochachtung und collegialem Gruss
Ihr sehr ergebener

N e ey A

Director der Jreptow-8ternwarte.

bei Berlin.
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bei Berlin,

Telephon: Amt 4, No. 5146,

Sr. Hochwohlgeboren
Herrn Don Franzisco Jniguez,

Director des Observatoriums Madrid.

Wie ich erfahren habe, ist auf Ihre Veranlassung ei-
ne Denkschrift iiber die bevorstehende Sonnenfinsternis erschienen.
Da ich am Mittwoch, den 1l4.ds.Mts., einen Vortrag iiber eine geplante
Expedition nach Spanien zur Beobachtung der Sonnenfinsternis im "Ver-
ein von Freunden der Treptow-Sternwarte" halte, wére es mir sehr ange-
nehm, wenn ich das Werk voh Herrn T ar az on a bei dieser Gelegen-
heit vorlegen kdnnte. Gleichzeitig erlaube ich mir, Ihnen einige
orientierende Schriften iiber den Zweck des "Vereins von Freunden der
Treptow-Sternwarte" und Programms etc. per Drucksache zuzusenden. Wir
sind 300 Mitglieder und diirften vielleicht 50 von denselben sich zu
einer Expedition zusammeénthun. Unsere Mitglieder diirften sehr erfreut
sein, wenn ich ihnen mitteilen kinnte, dass Sie, hochverehrter Herr
College, mich mit Rat und That bei den n8tigen Arrangements in Spanien
unterstiitzen wiirden. ----Wir hatten die Absicht per Schiff von Genua
bis Gibraltar zu fahren, von dort iiber Tanger, Cadix, Sevilla, Grana—
da, Cordoba nach Aranjuez zu fahren, dort selbst die Beobachtung der
Sonnenfinsternis vorzunehmen und alsdann nach Toledo, Madrid, Biaritz,
Paris Route zu nehmen.

In der angenehmen Hoffnung einer glitigen Beriicksich-

tigung unserer Bitte, empfehle ich mich Ihnen
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ROYAL ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY.

Mareh 8, 1918.

DEAR SIR,
A letter has been received by the Council of the Royal Astronomical

Society from the British Admiralty, forwarding a Report of a Conference on Time-
keeping at Sea, and asking them
“To ascertain the views of Astronomers generally on the proposal which was made

by the Conference that the day should be shown in nautical publications as commencing
at midnight instead of at noon, and the Civil Day substituted generally for the

Astronomical Day.
“Their Lordships would be glad to be advised whether it would be practicable to

introduce this change into the Nautical Almanac, without exeessive confusion, as to the
best means of reducing such confusion, and as to what other documents will require to

be similarly treated.”
The question has been raised in an informal manner in the Observatory Magazine,
and the general trend of the replies favoured a change, and pointed out that—

(1) If a change is made, it should be made simultaneously in the different

Almanacs ;
(2) That the year 1925 is the earliest date at which such a change could be con-

veniently introduced ;
(8) That there should be no alteration in the system of reckoning by Julian days,

which should begin, as heretofore, at Greenwich noon.
With these expressions of opinion in mind, a Committee appointed by the Council
of the Royal Astronomical Society proceeded to consider in detail the changes that would

be required in the Nautical Almanac.
The Committee, of which the Superintendent of the Noutical Almanac is a

member, reports as follows :—

Taking the Nautical Almanac for 1920 as a standard, the following are the
alterations that would be necessary if the day were made to begin at mid-
night. They are classified in three groups.



2 .
Grour A. MERIDIAN PAsSsAGE TYPE.

Eramples :—

Transit of First Point of Aries (page iii).

Moon’s Meridian Passage.

Meridian Passage of all Planets.

Upper Culmination of the 23 circumpolar stars.

Transit of Zero Meridian for physical ephemeris of Mars.

In this group all times have to be altered by 12 hours: if the day is thereby
changed, the entry is displaced by one line. Days of double transit, or of no
transit, occur at different places.

GrouP B. MARGINAL DATEs TYPE.

Bramples :—

Moon’s Hourly R.A. and Decl.

Places of all planets at transit at Greenwich.

Solar date of star transits at Greenwich (pp. 277-392).
Moon at transit.

In this group the main entry (e.g. R.A. of Moon at transit) is unaltered, but
the date under which it is entered is altered by 12 hours.

Group C. Sonar TiME oF VARIOUS PHENOMENA.

Eramples :—

Phases of Moon.

Beginning of Bessel’s year.

Phases of Eclipses.

Occultations. Time of Conjunction in R.A.

Occultations. Time of Dis. and Re. at Greenwich.

Conjunctions, configurations, phenomena of satellites, phenomena
generally.

Transit of Zero Meridian for physical ephemeris of Jupiter.

In these cases an alteration of 12 hours is necessary: the only complication
introduced is in the case of an occultation visible at Greenwich. When the
occultation is in progress at midnight, a double date in the margin will be

necessary.



MISCELLANEOUS.

The Preface would call attention to the breach of continuity, and state that,
while before the change time reckoned from noon was described as Greenwich
Mean Time (G.M.T.), after the change time reckoned from midnight would
be described as Greenwich Time (G.T.). The absence of M. would serve to
call attention to the change.

Midnight would, throughout the Almanac, be taken to mean the mid-
night at the end of the day (this is in accord with common usage). This
would be stated in the Preface.

The explanations (e.g. those on pp. 541, 543, on conversion from Mean to
Sidereal Time) would need some modification,

When the phrase Jan. 00 occurs (chiefly in quotations from Astronomical
Tables, e.g. on p. 565), it would be replaced by Jan. 0 noon.

The places of planets would continue to be given for Noon, there being
no reason for a change in this respect, which would in fact be inconvenient,
since their Heliocentric places for Noon have already been published up to
the year 1940.

It would appear from this report that the necessary alterations in the Astronomical
Ephemerides are not very numerous, and could be readily made if the change is con-
sidered desirable.

The Council would point out that, from the Report of the Conference on Time-
keeping at Sea, it appears that the change would be of considerable advantage to seamen.
It is also to be noted that this change will be introduced into the Hxtrait a Uusage des
Marins of the Connaissance des Temps from 1920.

In pursuance of the request of the Admiralty, the Council is making inquiries as
to the opinions of Astronomical Societies, Superintendents of Almanacs, Directors of
Observatories, and other representative Astronomers in the allied and neutral countries
as to the desirability of the proposed change.

They would welcome an expression of your views.

A. FOWLER, Homn. Secs.
A, C. D. CROMMELIN, RrAS.

BurrningToN HoUSE,
Prccanriny,
Lonpon, W. 1.
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A . Depaviment of Agricultnrve,
Weather Burean.
Washington, I, @.,

May 9, 190Q.

Prof. Francisco Iniguez é Iniguez,
Director , Obserw torio Astrendmico,
Medrid, Spain,

Dear Sir:-

In reply to a letter from this Office to Mr, Vicente
Ventoss, Chief Astronomer of the Observatory, I am in receipt
of a communication from hinm,,in which he informs me of your
appointment as Director of the Dbservatorio Astrondmice.

I beg to express the hope that your suceessful work in this
important position may be pleaseant end gatigfactory to your—
self, and I desire to thank you for vour courtesy in teking
measures to heve forwarded the publications I requested.

I trust that the exchenge of publications between the Observa-

torio Astrondmico end this Buresu may not again be interrupted.
Very respeectfully,

Q/Vlklﬁac££214¢u¢~voﬂ(

Chief U. 8. Weathe» Bureamu.
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‘COSMOS Paris, le 17..1a1 : e 1QO

REVUE HEBDOMADAIRE
DES SCIENCES
ET DE LEURS APPLICATIONS

RIPES—

5, rue Bayard, 5
(8¢ arrond.)

<>‘°o

Mongleur,

Tous vous remercions bien vivement de la communlcation que
vous avez blen voulu nous faire aun sujet de la Cométe de Halley,et
nous l'avone utilisée immédiatement pour le Cosmos.

Nous sommes augei trés contents des documents photographiques
cue vous voulez bien noue promettre,et nous les publierons aussl tres

volontiers dans notre revue.

Veuillez agréer,lMongieur,avec nog mellleurs remerciements,l’

2

assurance de nos sentiments les plus distingués.

P o Db
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En este lado se escribe solamente la direccion.
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Drucksache.

R. Observatorio astronomico

Madrid.
Spanien.




Circular Nr. 33

der Centralstelle.

Comet 1900b.

Telegramm aus Paris, eingegangen Juli 24, 9%/ B
Abends.

»Comeéte Borrelly 23 Juillet 12"50%0 t. m. Mar-
seille AR. = 40°50" DP. = 78°9" Gr. 93
Noyau, petite queue, rapide vers nord. Loewy.«

Das Telegramm traf hier leider erst ein, als die
Depesche aus Cambridge Mass., welche die Entdeckung
des Cometen durch Brooks meldete, bereits dem Tele-
graphenamt zur Weiterbeforderung iibergeben worden
war.

Kiel 1goo Juli 25.
H. Kreuts.
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JNTERNATIONALE AERONAUTISCHE COMMISSIQON.

B L T T T R e T

iy JY oI N JERA ; 157 %, '3 oy = 03 P P AR S ET
Strassbhurg z/g(yuen e7ten Dezember I900,

Sehr geekrter Herr (Collsge!

Entsprechend den hter eingeguangenen Mitteilungen heehp:
ich mich ergebenst mitzuteilen,ddass wegen des nghen ey
jahrstages die ndchsie inderrnadiongle Balicnfahi

DONNERSTAG. . den I0ten JANUAR I90L verschoben worden ist

Jch bitte un méglichst baeldige Nachricht iiber die Art

und Weise der Beteiligung.

Hochgchtungsvoll und ergebenst!

7
i

Der Prédsident der internationclen aeronautischen Commission:

7 Heryeactl




